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University education is an EQUALIZER”. A higher education can

unlock life-changing opportunities and open doors to careers that

provide economic security and personal growth. However, pursuing

a university education in Zambia can be a significant challenge,

specially where access to resources and financial support is

limited. Thus, the question remains: how can students from less

privileged families finance their university education?

Here we explore strategies to help students overcome financial

barriers and achieve the goal of earning a university degree.

1.      Government Loans / Scholarships 
Government, through the Higher Education Loans and Scholarship

Board, offers loans and scholarships to deserving students

admitted in public universities. These loans and scholarships are

merit-based and awarded to students who excel academically,

especially targeting students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

The loans and scholarships cover part or all of the tuition and

sometimes living expenses. 

Student loan programs allow students to borrow money for tuition

and /or living expences and repay it later after graduation. 
 

Financing University Education: Practical Strategies
for Success

Tips: 
Apply early for Government Loans / scholarships 1.

Ensure you have a strong academic record, as the loans

and scholarships are merit-based.

2.

Consider student loans as a last resort, and only borrow

what is necessary.

3.

Understand the loan terms, including interest rates and

repayment schedules, to avoid future financial strain.

4.

Research additional grants that target marginalized

communities, such as those for students from rural areas

or underrepresented groups.

5.
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2.   University-Specific Scholarships 
Many universities allocate funds / scholarships specifically for students

attending or planning to attend a particular university, ensuring

financial aid that aligns with the institution’s academic goals and

student demographics. These scholarships range from academic

excellence awards to financial-need support, as well as funding for

students in specialized fields like STEM, arts, or social sciences.

Students should check university communication platforms for

scholarship opportunities or engage academic and / scholarship

offices at the University of choice. 

Tips: 
In the case of the Copperbelt University, students not

awarded scholarships by Government or corporate

institutions, (i.e. on self-sponsorship), are awarded a

waiver on tuition fees of up to 50% based on the choice

of programme.

3.   International Scholarships and Grants
Several international organizations and foreign governments provide

scholarships and grants to students from low-income countries. These

programs often cover not only tuition fees but also living expenses,

travel, and other associated costs. Some of the most well-known

programs include:

Chevening Scholarships (UK): A program for students from

developing countries to study in the UK.

Fulbright Program (USA): Offers scholarships for international

students to study in the United States.

Erasmus+ Program (EU): Provides grants for students from partner

countries to study in Europe.

DAAD Scholarships (Germany): The German government offers

scholarships for students from low-income countries to study in

Germany.

Tips: 

Focus on building a strong application, including a

personal statement, recommendation letters, and a

clear explanation of how the scholarship will impact

your future.

1.

Pay attention to application deadlines and ensure all

required documents are submitted on time.

2.



Crowdfunding and Online Fundraising
h the rise of social media and online platforms, students can turn to

wdfunding to raise money for their education. Crowdfunding

tforms like GoFundMe, M-Changa, Thundafund, GiveSendGo,

aya and may others allow individuals to share their stories and ask

financial contributions from family, friends, and even strangers.

dents can share their personal stories, goals, and challenges, and

erage social media networks to promote their fundraising campaign

 reach a wider audience.

Tips: 
Be clear about why you need the funds and how they

will be used.

1.

Be transparent about how much money you need and

provide updates on your progress.

2.

Show appreciation for contributions by thanking

donors personally or through updates.

3.

6  . Sponsorships from Corporate 
Some corporate institutions and non-governmental organizations

(NGOs) offer financial support to students in universities in the form of

grants, scholarships, or funding for specific projects. Companies offer

scholarships as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives,

particularly for students in fields relevant to their industry (e.g.,

engineering, healthcare, IT) while NGOs may work specifically to

increase access to education by offering full or partial scholarships, as

well as other forms of support.

Tips: 
Research companies or NGOs that have a history of

supporting education in your country.

1.

Apply to multiple sponsorship programs to increase

your chances of receiving support.

2.

7. Part-Time Jobs and Side Hustles
In addition to formal work-study programs, students can do part-time jobs or

side hustles to fund their education. While balancing work and study can be

challenging, many students find creative ways to earn money without

compromising their studies.

·Freelancing: With the rise of online platforms, students can offer freelance

services in areas such as writing, graphic design, web development, or tutoring.

·Small Businesses: Some students start small businesses, such as selling

handmade goods, groceries, food, offering mobile money services, or running a

food stall.

Tips: 
Time management is key. Create a schedule

that allows you to work without neglecting your

academic responsibilities.

1.

Focus on jobs or side hustles that complement

your skills or career goals.

2.

8.  Community Support and Local Initiatives
Community support plays a vital role in helping students finance their

education. Local churches, community organizations, and family members

may come together to provide financial support through fundraising events,

sponsorships, or informal loans.

Tips: 
Build relationships with local organizations and

community leaders who may be willing to offer

support.

1.

Participate in community activities to

demonstrate your commitment to giving back

once you succeed.

2.

 Final Thoughts
Sourcing finances for university education may sometime require determination, creativity, and resourcefulness.
While the financial barriers may be daunting, there are many avenues available for motivated students to secure

the funds they need. Whatever the means of financing, the goal of higher education is achievable. By exploring
multiple options and being proactive in your search for financial aid, you can make your dream of earning a

university degree a reality, even in challenging economic circumstances.

4. Work-Study Programs
Universities may also offer work-study programs that allow students to

work part-time on campus while pursuing their education. These jobs

are often flexible and designed to accommodate students’ class

schedules. On-campus jobs may include working in the library,

administrative offices or as a teaching assistant while Off-Campus Jobs

may take the form of part-time jobs in nearby businesses or tutoring

programs.

Tips: 
Balance work and study to ensure you maintain

academic success.

1.

Look for work opportunities that provide valuable

skills or align with your field of study.

2.


